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the Korewas of Sirguja and Jaspur, the Kherias of Chutia
Ndgpur, the Hor of Singhbhum, the Bhumij of Manbhum
and Dhalbhiim, and the Sdntah of Manbhum, Singhbhum,
Katak, Hazariblgh, and the Bhagalpur hills. To 'these he
adds the fuangas or Pattuns (leaf-clad ) of Keunjar, etc., in
the Katak tributary districts, who are isolated from "all
other branches of the Mdnda family, and have not themselves
the least notion of their connection with them; but their
language shows that they are of the same race, and that
their nearest kinsmen are the Kherias" The western branches
of this race are the B/?#s of Malwa and Kinhdes, and the
Kolts of Gujarat. To the south of these tribes there is another
division of the same race, who are called Suras or Suars.
They occupy the northern end of the eastern Ghats,
According to Colonel Dalton,1 theflo or Hor tribe of
Singhbhum is "the nucleus of the Mtinda nation/' Recalls
it ''the most compact, the purest, the most powerful and
most interesting division of the whole race, and in appearance
decidedly the best-looking. In their erect carriaga and fine
manly bearing the Hos look like a people that have main-
tained and are proud of their independence. Many have
features of sufficiently good cast to entitle them to rank as
Arians; high noses, large but well-formed mouths, beautiful
teeth, and the facial angle as good as in the Hindu races.*.
When the face of the Mtinda varies from the Arian or Caucasian
type, it appears rather to merge into the Mongolian than the
Negro...They are of average stature, and in colour vary
from brown to tawny yellow/'
In the different dialects of the M&nda language ho, Jior^
horo, or hoko is the term for ''man/' The assumption of this
name by-the people of Singhbhum is a strong confirmation of
Colonel Dalton's description of the tribe as the most powerful
division of the MAnda nation. But they also call themselves
1.   Journ.   Asiat.   Soc.  Bengal,  1866,   168.